8 CANADA, AN AMERICAN COUNTRY

Relations with the U.S.      Canads and two World Wars.      The
Pan-American Union.

STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM it still is necessary to recall
the fact, not only to foreigners but to Canadians
themselves, that Canada is an American country. Mr.
Andre Siegfried underlined that fact when he wrote:
"At the beginning, in the middle, and at the end of
every study of Canada it must be repeated that Can-
ada is American." Let us add that it becomes so more
and more. More and more, too, the line1 which
separates Americans (or United Stateians, as some
would prefer to call them) from Canadians has become
so thinly drawn that, in the opinion of some observers,
Canada has only to form a federal union with its
neighbour, in order to enter into the most powerful
association in the world. And so would perish the dream
of those who wish to be neither Americans, in the
political sense of the word, nor British, but Canadians
only and wrho, "spend so much time, so it seems, in
convincing Americans that they are not British, and
the British that they are not Americans, that they
have not a minute left over in which to become
Canadians.5'2 Federal union with the United States, a
problem which preoccupies many minds, is possible

1  A frontier, about 4,000 miles in length, with no vestige of a
defence work from one end to the other.

2  "Canada's Split Personality." Foreign A fairs, October 1943.
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